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t was 20 years ago believe my daughter
that Asha Degree, a is alive,” said Iquil-
shy 9-year-old North 1a Degree, who, with
Carolina  girl, went her husband Harold,
missing in the middle stii] harbors hope that
of the night. The spir- Asha (pronounced Ay-
ited .. tourth-grader’s shuh) might find her

disappearance in 2000 way home. “I do not
shook her rural com- believe she is dead.

munity of Shelby and And I know someone

remains an enduring kpows something. I'm
mystery, even as po-

lice, the FBI, and her
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Karen West

See missing P.4

L

o

family continue to ac- — 277 _
— o

tively search for clues.
see Meds pg. 5  “After20 years, I'still i

T e o T B T T T T ey T b e 0 gy A T M A T AL PR, e A B L = s A o T L el e il 0o M e i i e T T e il P P g T T T 2 0P e NP TN = e o = A2 '-p--.-«- i Y e Pt T ,-.. h
r ] 2 L - 3 n G o ! E sl ra s - o 3l o ekt T S LT T e

filled with the knowl-  who knows? Not any better than them! uesday night: Rain.
edge of the glory of the meteorologist on any eather ow of 52K

LORD, ‘as the waters Ty gation that’s for Today: Sunny and cool, ALIOEOSCODES

cover the sea. '
| : quarius 1/20-2/18
_ Habakkuk 2:14 sure. They are the most  High of 51F. dur domestic life can be

Wazzup overpaid people in Tomght: Cold and clear. subject to sudden chang-
_ . East Ten 5 Low of 41F _
[s the weather ever HESSEE, We Ve (Continued on page 6
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that had a3
Se. cash in it. Victim c;tatec
the only person who had
beenn 1n the residence was
her husband caregiver. Af-

ter an mvestwa‘tlon Ashley
Smith was charged with

Asnley Smith, 21.
vierviiie Road Maryviile,
was charged with Theft of
Property. Deputy Kevin
Parks LCSO, responded
to Riverview Road in ref-
erence to a theit of a ring
and laptop. Upon arrivai
Deputy made contact with
the victim who stated she
had found some items
missing from the resi-
dence, a engagement ring
1, idpmp, “md a Cdﬂdy tin
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Notice: The D‘"uli' hditi@ﬂdﬁﬁb not }xBOWHIUI‘/ acce[)t {raudulent or mzl ad-
ing materials. The Daily Edition cannot guarantee the validity of offerines or
statements contained herein. All liability for the contents of all advertising, and |
| for any claims that may arise therefrom, is the responsibility of the advertiser or §
| its agency. The Daily Edition reserves the right to reject, edit, or abbreviate any
 advertisement subnitted. Advertising is accepted with the understanding that all §
lability Tor all copyright violations is the sole responsibility of the advertiser. |
:  Photographs, artwork and other copy submitted for publication is considered
| the sole property of the advertiser. The Daily Edition will make every effort but §
will not be liable ior failure to publish and ad or for typographical and layout

i
|

t

%65@@?4 3@?
2901 Cak Ridge Hwy
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1 crrors. All statements and mformation about highlights featured items, letters to
dthe editor, herein arc those solely given to the interviewer or writer and the Daily

) Edition assumes no responsibility of the accuracy or validity thereofl. The Daﬂy
y bdition will gladly reprint at no charge that part of an advertisement in which an @

=

¢ gerror occurs provided a claim 1s made within 3 days of the first publication of the
s ad. Information contamned in the Wazzup is received anonymously and the Daily

Edition assumes no responsibility for information and reserves the right to edit }

or reject any and/or all submissions. The Daily Edition is a daily newspaper of

. gencral circulation 1n Loudon County defined under TCA 2-1-104(a)(13).

# I he Datly Edition aiso serves Monroe, Knox, Anderson, Roane and Blount coun-

i tics and serves 30,000 readers weekly. Send mail to PO Box 1240, Lenoir City
TN 37771. 865-771-2249. email: dani204us@yahoo.com

" i 'The Daily Edition is Loudon County’s premier public interest and paid advertising paper. The

p : ;.-}; F i Daily Edition is produced and published daily Monday through Friday and is circulated through-
g RET 8 o7. Bath 8§ alts v Wlﬂl ! ANy $25 O der E’“‘E* ﬁﬁ;“‘* | out Loudon County and parts of Monroe and IKnox Counties. Display advertisine rates $5.00 per

~ e U0 § columin inch and quantity discounts available. Call for information on upcoming promotions and
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in the face and knocked her to th
James Tlii‘piﬂg 4_{} Wegt Oth Ave ':ﬂ()()ﬁ, Otficer observed victim d"'”
Lenoir City, was charged with Do- 1ave SW@E:hhg: on her right eye. After
mestic Assault. Officer Jamie Pistole @b 1nvestigation James Turpin was
LCPD, was dispatched to Oth Ave in (1€ primary aggressor and PE&W@
reference to a domestic disturbance, URAET arrest. —
james Turpin called 911 and stated | mnﬁ
he was being held against his will, |
that there was items pushed against |
the door by the victim keeping him
inside the residence. Moments lai-
er iurpin stated that he was hiding
from the victim m the bathroom and
that someone was outside the door
not aliowing him to feave. As Of-
ficer approached the residence he
could see through the window of the
bathroom and no one was standing
outside tae door. Aiso the vietim was | ﬁﬁ@%ﬂ@@g
aownstairs and Turpin was upstairs. | FREE Uniform
There 1s no stairwell inside the res- E % ..
rdence. It was apparent that Turpin Call !
was not being held against his will, 8656@1“7@2&%
The victim stated that Turpin was |
upset that he lost 60.00 dollars ear-
lier , and began arguing with victim. {2 ¢
1The victim stated thm Tmpm it h&ﬁ

Hor Aftordable
* Health Plans
= I afe Insurance
* Vision Insurance
* Dental Iinsurance
* Mledicare Supple-
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Cody Hawn, 23, Sunnyside Road
Philadelphia, was charged with DUI.
Deputy Billy Lewis LCSO, was dis-
patched to a reckliess driver Hwy 11
coming into Loudon County. Dispatch
advised that a Chevrolet truck was all
over the roadway. Deputy observed the
vehicle turn onto Spring Street and ac-
celerate to a high rate of speed. Upon
catching the vehicle at Spring St. and
Knox St. Deputy made contact with
the driver Cody Hawn. Mr. Hawn ex-
ited his vehicle he had slurred speech,
bloodshot eyes, a strong odor of an

xF K

alcoholic beverage, and was unsteady
while standing. Mr. Hawn stated he
had lett one bar and traveled to anoth-
er stating he had too much to drink and
should have not been driving. Cody
Hawn was placed under arrest and
transported to the Loudon County Jail.

IMissing

not crazy enough to think that a 9-year-
old can disappear mto thin air with-
out somebody knowing something.”

Twenty years after Asha’s dis-
appearance, her family and inves-
tigators continue to seek answers.

“Someone knows something,” said
Asha’s  mother, Iquilla egree.
b

i he case remains an open investiga-
tion, with a local detective reviewing
leads—old and new—and FBI investi-
gators from the Charlotte Field Office
consolidating and combing through
case files for unexplored patterns or
clues. Like Asha’s mother, investiga-
tors believe someone 1n area may hold
1e key that could unlock the case.

“We strongly believe that there is
someone out there that may have a
piece of information that will help
her,” said Cleveland County Sheriff’s
Office Detective Tim Adams, who
came out of retirement in 2014 to lead
the department’s probe. In 2015, the
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Now Accepting Applications

For 2 and 3 bedroom Apartments
Apply Monday and Tuesday
From 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
GHEE SQUARE APARTMENTS
Lenoir City, TN
ental Office: (865) 986-6955
TDD: (800) 848-0298
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sheriif’s office teamed up with the
FBI and the North Carolina State Bu-
reau of Investigation in a top-to-bot-
tom re-examination of the case, which
has since generated more than 350
leads, including 45 in the past year.

“The fact that it was a smail child
that left on Valentine’s Day really
caught everybody’s heart in this com-
munity,” Det. Adams said. “She’s been
called Shelby’s Sweetheart, because
she’s a child that’s one of our own
that has gone missing, and we want
to find out what happened to her.”

Age progression of Asha Degree,
who went missing on February 14,
2000, from her home near Shelby,
North Carolina. The National Center
for Missing and Exploited Children
produced this 1mage in January 2020
of how she might look as a 29-year-old.

Asha Degree was 9 vyears old
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14, 2000. An age-progressed pho-
to shows what she might look today.

What is known from the earfiest hours
of the investigation is that Asha disap-
peared from her bedroom sometime be-
tween about 2:30 a.m. on February 14,
2000, when Harold checked on Asha
and her older brother, and 6:30 am.,
when Iquilla went in to wake the kids
for school. There was no sign of forced
entry and no promising scent trail for
search dogs to follow. That afternoon,
investigators received at least two sep-
arate reports from individuals who said
they saw a young female walking along
Highway 18, in the opposite direction of
the Degrees’ home, around 4 a.m. One
person said they went back to check
on the girl but she had left the road-
way and disappeared into the woods.

“That was the last time anyone had

a sighting of Asha that had actually
see muissing ctd. page 5
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Karen West, 60, Heather Lane
Lenoir City, was charged with

DUL Officer Jason Arden LCPD,

responded to Northshore Drive at
Hwy 321 to investigate a motor ve-
hicle accident. Upon arrival Officer
observed a silver vehicle on a rocky
ditch-line and a white female identi-
fied as Karen West located approx..
100 teet of the vehicle attempting to

get up after falling. Karen required
assistance getting to her feet, was
very unsteady and lethargic, and had
slurred speech. Karen stated she
was not paying attention and drove
into the ditch, and was not injured.
Karen stated that she had taken her
dally prescribed medication to in-
clude Clonazepam, Buprenorphine,
and Gabapenrin. Karen West was

placed under arrest and agreed to
blood daraw.

missing ctd. from page 4

oeen confirmed,” Det. Adams said.

On August 3, 2001, some 30 miles
north of the last sighting, construc-
tion workers digging an access road
for a new home 1n neighboring Burke
County found a book bag that belonged
to Asha. g as a concert T-shirt
featuring lew Kids On The
Block anc n’s pook, McHii-
got’s Pool, % euss. Neither be-
longed to Asha®nhough the book was
from the library at Asha’s school, Fall-
ston Elementary. Investigators released
images of the shirt and book in 2018,

hoping to jog the memories of peopie
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for a vendor pre-
sentation.
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who may have helpful information.

The 2015 re-mvestigation also turned
up afother possible lead: Asha may
have been seen getting into a dark green
1970s-model Lincoln Continental Mark
1V or Ford Thunderbird with rust around
the wheel wells. The FBI publicly an-
nounced the potential lead in 2016 and
released images of the vehicle models.

“We encourage anybody out there
that 1t they have any information—
no matter how small or minor it may
seem— 1t might be extremely crucial
to turther us getting one step clos-
er to Asha,” said FBI Special Agent
Michael Gregory, who is leading the
case now for the Bureau. “We will
continue to pursue all avenues to
find out what circumstances led to
her disappearance, and we will con-
tinue to pursue this case at all costs.”
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